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There was an idea of getting an artist of distinc-
tion to accompany the Expedition to paint the
wonderful mountain scenery. It is true that
Everest from the Base Camp is no more imposing
than Mont Blanc from many standpoints. The
Base Camp is itself so high that Everest does not
rise higher above it than Mont Blanc or Mont
Rosa rise above the lower valleys. Still it has the
fascination which attaches to the highest mountain
in the world. Also, from the Kama Valley,
Everest and Makalu must present an appearance
unequalled by any mountain in Europe. And if
the Tibetan plains and the lower slopes of the
Tibetan mountains are arid, bare and uninteresting,
yet with the monsoon comes the haze which trans-
figures plain and mountain and afterwards made
Somervell despair of finding in his pallet a blue of
sufficient brilliance and intensity to reproduce the
colour of the shadows twenty or thirty miles away.
There was evidently in the Everest region scope
for a painter of the very first rank. And on the
way up to Tibet through Sikkim there was mountain
and forest scenery on the grandest possible scale.
However, no artist of the front rank, possessed of
the physique for the journey, could be found.
So the Expedition had to depend on Noel's photo-
graphs and Somervell's pictures, painted in hurried
moments snatched from climbing, to reproduce
the impressions the mountains made.
While all these preparations were in progress a
thorny question was raised. Why not use oxygen ?